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RESOLUTION #                                 


RESOLUTION # 192-07-03

NORTHWEST PORTLAND AREA


CALIFORNIA RURAL INDIAN

INDIAN HEALTH BOARD



HEALTH BOARD

JOINT RESOLUTION
Joint resolution in support of a California EpiCenter

WHEREAS, 
the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB) is a tribal organization under P.L. 93-638 that represents forty-three Federally-recognized Indian tribes in Oregon, Washington and Idaho and is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people in the Northwest; AND

WHEREAS,
the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board is dedicated to assisting and promoting the health needs and concerns of Indian people; AND

WHEREAS,
the primary goal of the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board is to improve the health and quality of life of its member tribes; AND

WHEREAS,  within the borders of the state of California there  resides the largest population of American Indians and Alaska Natives  equaling 333,364 in number according to the U.S. Census for the year 2000.  And this population is representative of three known and distinct groups; members of the 107 Federally recognized Tribal Governments of California Indians, members of Federally recognized Tribes from out side of the state and California Indians who are members of Tribes that are descents of Tribes resident to the state prior to 1852 who are not currently recognized; AND 
WHEREAS, 
this population of American Indians and Alaska Natives is less than one per cent of the total state population and widely dispersed across the entire state living in remote areas, rural towns, newly expanded suburban areas and large urban centers; AND 
WHEREAS,
data studies have consistently shown that the mis-identification of Indian status in state data sets is a significant problem leading almost always to an under representation of the true extent of American Indian mortality and morbidity.  For example, a recent statewide study of Hospital payment records showed that only 29% of the actual Indian patients were appropriately identified as American Indians or Alaska Natives; AND 
WHEREAS,
the California Rural Indian Health Board has demonstrated leadership in the area of health services research by identifying the need for Indian controlled research capacity in the state of California to address the needs of the California American Indian Community.  And CRIHB was able to secure funding from private philanthropic sources necessary to develop the infrastructure and capacity to carry out significant health services research.  And the merit of this work has been recognized by others in that a portion of this work has been recently published in the scholarly journal Medical Care under the title “Disparities in Hospitalization of Rural American Indians” by Dr Carol Korenbrot and others; AND 
WHEREAS,  California is one of  only three remaining areas of the Indian Health Service that do not have an IHS funded EpiCenter to provide core funding for health services and epidemiological research in their Area;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED; that the Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board and the California Rural Indian Health board do support the establishment of an IHS funded EpiCenter in California at the California Rural Indian Health Board Inc. to provide services to California Tribal Governments, the American Indians and Alaska Natives peoples in the state and the Tribal and Urban Indian Health Programs that provide them services. 
CERTIFICATION
The foregoing joint resolution was adopted at a duly called regular joint meeting of the Board of Director’s of Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board and California Rural Indian Health Board (NPAIHB vote ___ For and_____ Against and _____ Abstain; CRIHB vote ___ For and ___ Against   and ______ Abstain) held this 19th
day of July 2003 in Reno, Nevada and shall remain in full force and effect until rescinded.
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